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Physj-c ian,  establ ished hospi ta l
- 'qqq-1Q?trLJ I  J .

in Kontum for MonLagnards,

Please state your name and a l i t t le about your background.

PaLr ic ia M- smith.  
-  

r  grgw up in seatt le and graduat.ed frommedical school ar the frniveri iry or wasir irrgroi, ; ; ; t  back r.oCincinnat. i  t .o intern and then was working down in Kentucky whenT heard of a group of catholic 1ay women calred the Grail  t .hatwere sending people overseas. so r volun!-oared t- 
- 

rvnror rwo v".i"-""a r didn,r rea1ly care Jf;;;;:""ri3"n3=i3['?]"i?o
go to Vietnam. r  said,  "sure.  where's Viet .nam?,,  arro crrat 's howr got to v ietnam. r  d idn' t  know Lhere was going to be a warover there or r  don' t .  th ink r  would have gone b6cause r  wasn,tanxious to --you know, rrm not crazy.  Bui  a l l  the reporLs int .he uni ted stat .es at  that  L ime in i lss- is was thar ai l -  thetroubles were over in south vietnarn. The counLry had been

F#';$.#3"Yffi ;::":":L;ni:"ff:S:$":;ry;:i: 6i"il*nili'ano
organizati-on cal- led Friends or vietnim thaL had a gooo manyprominent Americans as part of their board Flrrcrrzihi,
loing i"-n""'g'ear. so Lha's how r rrappll.d ;X'HE"lil3r3:"

it:::..I:y 
prepared by anyone did yor_r have any rraining in rheranguage and culture?

1,,:*1d ey"ty!!]ng_ r could ger Acruatly, in r.he New york
Lrr-Dfdry :-n 1959 there were exact. ly two books about vietnam andone of  them had. pract ical iy noching in i t .  But r  read. those andcid Eet in touch- with trre brganizaiion, t,he F'r iends of Vietnam,and r did not rearly have t i i le for a real tropical medicinecourse but did tour down to Louis iana to carvi i r . -c"- i
leprosaurium and learn a l i t t le bit 

"oo"t 
leprc,sy because Iklew not.hing. And this was one of tLre few chings r knew about.t.he place that.- r was going in Kontu* ,rp i_n t.he iighr""c= is aleprosaur ium there.  cause r  was going to stay at  theleprosaur ium to begin wi th.  so r  learned a l i t .c le bi t  aboutleprosy and I  took some classes at  Ber l i t .z  in French because ofcourse they didn' t  of fer  v iecnamese or anw of r -he Mnnrdialects ii'"i" or anyplace e'se. so r dl5 :i.::'.il?l!:nli'oadvance and then wenl- to Vietnam in rei ,s =e.,- i -gr"=" rarrived the first week in July. Either t.he end of June or thef  i rst  week in July of  l_959.

rl tg?alng material about you, r was under the impression thatthe Bishop of Kontum had r6guested you.

well, not exactry. what, happened was that ti-le Nun who ran rheleprosaurium there had askeh- catholic neiier ser.rices in Saigonif Ll"y could find a nurse or even a practical nurse to n"ip-o,rtat t lt" reprosaurium. And t.he Grail o'rganization that r was withat that  t ime said,  r rWe11, no, they had. Eheir  nurses alL s laLed



Lo ,go to some of t,he p1-aces thaL they were running in Africa andsouth America but tney had a doct.or that they didn,L know whatto do with because they didn't think she was iypical Grail  and
.th"y '9_b" glad to send a doctor.  so when the ei inop-r :eard thathe said,  "We11, not just  for  the fepr-saur ium. This is for  thewhole area because there are no oociois here. , ,  so that ,s how i thappened -  

. - -

How was medicine pracLiced i;  Kontum when yor: arr ived?

rt  wasn' t .  There was something cal1ed a province Hospi ta l  whichwas ? joke. At the t ime t.hat i  r irst arr i ,rea-f ir"ru"Ir"= a man::unning it  who had never been to medical school aL al_l_, He hada <legree in chemistry. And r suspect i t  was very muchundergraduate degree because the iran knew absolutely noEhing.The Montagnards didn't go there. Some of the Vj-etnamese wentthere. And there were vietnamese l iving in Lhe to*n or Kontumand also some out in some reseLtlement i irrrg"" i l ; ;  hacl beenestablished aft,er ?4 by the south vietnamese government wherethey thought t,hat i f  they put some of their vietnaurese out, incertai-n 'areas that i t  wourb be more of  a deterrenc to gsmpnnism.
Ialhich r,/as pretty-si l ly actual1y. There r,, /ere more communistsamong those people l ivi : :g in r-esett. l ,ernelt :r:-1la.ges ir.u* thereever were among the Mont.agnards.

Were t .hese the strat ,egic hamlets?

] ' t ro.  
-sLrategic 

hamlets were something ei-se.  Those wereoeveloped later on and there i t  was i=,rrrry a quest ion of  s imply
99119 in and tel l ing the people you n"i ia a fence sselrnrr 1,r.\ ,1?
vi l iage and pur rhe pungi- srlkes- up =o inu.t ycu ha.re #;"i ; ;-against the vc. oK.- t [ey went. to the Montagnards and tolc themLo do that and went to these other resett . rem6nt areas too, therewere only a few of  them in the nrnrr i  nnarhis. wiri, Monras.nards *.:i; 5:"Hl:";"'ifi*;"*3,5nElr5oui; .n.vC came the next. night and said you take a1_1 those down or we,l lk. i lr_every one of you. so they Loot thern air down. a"a-th;; 

--
Lhe south Vietnamese came aglit and they kept going aiound andaround. r t  was great fun.  And i t .  was r  r , r r r .n-of  ionsense.Thel '  d idnrt  know whaL they were doing with strategic harnlets.  rmean' Americans r have always said that when the definit ivebook is writ ten about the American pr"".rr". in VieLnam i-t shouldbe ca11ed :trhe Naive American. " ou? Americans, r think t.hatmost of them were over there with al l  the good wil l  in the worldand with zero in the way of know-how- arr ' the way f i tm the
-r-mbassador to_t .he usArD people to the mi l i tary -- ' " . r" iv o"e orthem. r found mys9l! aporo|:_zing ro pe-pfe of orhernat ional i t ies.  r  had some good i r ienhs Lhat were gr i t ish wi thgrandchildren there, and apologizing bo Lhem for the cal_i-ber ofthe people the uni ted states sent over there.  r  said,  , ,we've
got betLer at ,  home bel ieve i t  or  noL. I

What about.  the war in 1959?

weII ,  i t  was on. you know, Ers r  seid,  r  had been red to bel ieve
! l r?t  everyt .h ing was at  peace. r t  wasn' t .  And one of  t .he f i rsEthings actually, within the f ir.st day or two or the t ime rarrived in saigon, one of the mil iraiy advisoit ; ; ;"; ;  rhar. rheunited states had over there at t ,hat Lime, t,here were iust

oa



f.i!!1:.g::oups of 'ren ro fifreen men in one place Ehar weresuppose to aet as advisors to the viet,namese Army,,and"trr" orr"just :outs ide of-  saigon was at tacked and several  Ameri_cans wereki l led wi th in the r i rst  couprg ot  aavs. And when: r  gor.up to :the Highlands , r discovered- that rrt"i. 
'".rLic 

.rJuriv=much in rheway of shooting sti1l going on but, ds a ma..ter of fact therewas nothinq, but trre vc were our propaganai"i;; ;h"-;eople atthat pointl And at t imes even taking them forcibly to use themas porters for their maneuvers and s6 forth and tryirrg to buird
Yp-_l,. i1:9":. cadre and using people eirher volunrarily oranvofuntar i ly-  so,  i t  wasni t -exict ly a real  peaceful  p lace.
How did you adjust?

Wel1, wi th di f  f  ieul  t r , '  T mo:n Fn r-r^^- i .aos oi,, I ei; ;; ilr'iU' !Is.e i Ti3"; " li"o:fl :l,H:l. :Ti: "il";" ren, ranything 1i-ke wh'ai r hab or the orris r brought with me.Medicat ions were severely l imi ted. 
- -Tt"-  

lepiosaur ium was real lya kind of a disaster e.r. i  though t,he French Nun who was anoriginal character, did her ueEt. she had some funny id.eassometimes. Their  d ispensary was a dir t  f r -oored place with r i -verwater used to c leanse Lhe wounds that the paEients wirh leprosyhad before they put the dressings 
"n-trr l* .  

They were, most of
: l :T 

gerring nbs-which was rhe it"rra"ro rrearmenr for leprosycl1en' There were efforts being made io r i* i-t  the conLact ruiththe chi ldren --  not .  too successful  at  t .haL t ime. As tha v.arswent on thev became more successful at. gecring rhe 
"ir i i i r l i* i i"yfrom the-paienr.s mosr of u..-ti*.-;"frri. Trying ro limir rheamount of contagion that was going ta o"" ' . .  And Leprosyprobably had a higtrer incidenle tf ,"re i ir"r,  any place in Lheworld.  But compaied to their  ot i re i - r re" igr ,  problems, reprosy wasnot rea11y imporranr,  because i r  d. idn' i  i . i r r 'vet- ; i ly  people.Two thirds of the children^were- dying before they grew up. somerates were probably three fourths.

What were the main causes of  th is ?

rnfect ious di-sease, Mar-ar ia _r Malar ia was rear high on t .hel ist .  r f  they survived. rhe f i rsr  i - r -y""rs of  l i . f ;  rhey wereprobably semi-immune ro malari;-;"4-;rr6| 
"eren,r 

going ro have a10t of  t . rouble af  ter  that .  Tubercul0si-s was just  rampant.  Abig k i11er of  the babies was Letanus from the contaminat ion ofthe umbi l ical  cord.  Tlphoid,  j "" f - i r i - in"  ordinarypneumonia,  p lague we gol  later,  we didn' t  have iL when r  f i rst ,goL there'  Meningl l i i , . fou know, al i - rhose, the o;dinarythings that vou' !d.  f ind in anypi?;"_"" !"pt  in much, much rargernumbers in aaai t ion to i r . . ' t i "p ical  a isEases l ike the t lphoid,malar ia.

Tel1 me ahout._gett]fg there and what you did at f irst and whereyou worked. what kind of a working r;-ii"gement did you have.
welI ,  for  the f i rst  s ix mont.hs r  l ived at  the leprosar ium. .And
jusL had d room in the =i"L.r" convenL. to begin wit.h. And t,henhad a more private l ir t le ouirainj ; i-d own. Then worked arthe leprosalium itserr ano-also mioe tr ips out to t.he vir lagespart ly to detect  leprosy but arso-re . I " r t "a making vi l laget'r ips was when- r belan Lo see al l  the other diseases. some oft 'he people would, coi le for help i f  you 

""rrt 
to.the vi lrage.



There were also a .few peopre in t.he town that when they heardthere was a doctor. around-wanted very much to be seen and wouldeven come ouL Eo the leprosarium co be seen. which 
"roi"ui irv-the vietnamese would neiter. come near the leprosarium. rt was ina very bad place but and also of course, worked taking 

"i i .---of any sick nuns or priest,s from the aiea. other than that the
l.oca-1-. people were not teribly i-nteresieo. The vietnamese were .The vietnamese, ds r said, wouto even come out to theleprosarium to be seen. But i t  became ierribly obvious r: igh[from the start that i t  was the Mont,"g"uia" that rea1lv neeEe.i
the he1p. They were rhe sickesr ano'r t re-p"" i .=t- ; ; - ; t "" i ; ; : t '
And, so more, and more f tr ied to concentrate on theMontagnards. And af,ter si-x months r got a house i_n Lhe townitself .  st i1l visited the leprosariui l  out no longer f . iverithere,  and started'a.c l in ic ih t r re house i tsel f  t ;  see people in
lhg same place r  l ived.- : ,Th€n af t .er  

"  
y" . . ,  drr  American nu.rsejqined me and dt . ' i ths. t ,point ,we didn' t  i rave any room i-n the hr iuseto b:  seeing pat ients lo the Bishop gave us a l i t t l -e brr- i  - t r t i . ' rn

up the road'  a piece and we-st .ar ted-s6eing pat ients t r . " i r l " ' " .1twas meant.  to be'an ouLpat ient  faci l i ty  but, -before we were

:i:ii3'$=3".il3'i"Hryi531if'lg people'trrere -- r slress );ci1 :
on1 v "'oo* 

- oJ: i' iT""";:5 :' ii: ;' j: " r 
til".-"8 

:::uf ' :i" ; ;u*i uxl',ouput the s ickest paLients on uut i t  soon expanded. Tire f l r re
bgdS wefe not nn' l r r  nan-n. i^ '

occupieci "*u-.f;3'1":::Hiiino:1.::'il ;ll;: ;:"::".;1"?l.gl-
nurse that was with me would say when somebody came a: on!-inclobviously needed to stay for  t reatment because they came qui l .e aways and coul$n' t  go bacig,and forth or were just ,  p i r i "  too s ickto go home, thela 'd ask 'where they- ' re suppose t .o stay,  she,d sa1,,
"under- an1/ tree is f ine, " so we had a iv-nore camp i iounc. usact,ual- ly. And ."t r l3! point we were sti I l  makini a-gooo nanvvis i ts out to the v i l la les .because the Montagnards ," i I*r"L-" tcoming_in great numbers.  rL took them-- wel1,  r  musL sai-  af ter ,probably around I year they were coming in great"r-rr,r* iru.*.
They found that i t lworked. one of  the"thinls,  p ion"rrrv,  t t rat  wegot the _biggest reput.ation about. was being itrte- ro treac theirsevere diarrhea and vomit . ing ai lment.  th6yrd consider i t  j -00
percent.  lethal .  .  And iL was i f  t . i rey d. idn' t  get  r ,v.  f iu ios.  r .v.f lu ids was the
out to Lhe house and hang the r .v.  f lu ids in the hut ui i - lo='
?1."9_ and give i t  to tnem and it  was Joan, the f irst. nurse whbfinal ly got brave: enough Eo say, 'r  werl 1et 's show t.hen how t.ochange the boct. les so-we don' t  have to stay here al l  n ighL., fwerd.pour i t  int .o t .hem al- I  n ight  then we'd.  come around in Ehemorning to see how they're doing. we showed them how to changethe bott les -- what we t.hought irould be about r ighi- ior r-trern.

ffi$".i::: H:ffi.a 
lor of 

.people rhar rived. rhar w5utd oLherwise

When you fj-rst got there were you the only American hro{tan in thearea?

I.h. There were no other American women anyplace. There were afew American men at. the mil i l rry aa.risoiy group ana trrey-"="i-ulhave a st.eak cook out €very satirdav 
"igirt 

and within a fewweeks of the t ime r got. there they isted me to corne orr*, totheir  steak cook.out, .which I  d id.  anA t f i iu-r""-* i r" i ' ,  goa .
sick. And the Nun who -ran the leprosaiium, sister lvtary Louise,



thought this was hi larious. When I was
said;  ' rHere you've been eat ing here and
youlve had ho trouble and go out, in the
some of thej-r food no pioblems,. and
foods

Sister Mary Louise,  was she French? - .
r  

,a _

Yeh.

Were the Nuns French in the area?

sick the next day she
everyLhing's been f ine,
vi l lages and even eaten
you eat the American

weI1,  r ro.  Not ent i re ly.  They were most ly v iet .namese actual1y.
These were the Daughters of  char i ty of  st .  v incent de paur.  And
!1" --  or ig inar ly a French order.  i r  t .h ink r i re i i i r " - ro*.  in the
states as well-.  And she was the only French woman at the
J-eprosaurium. she had two or Lhree ir ietna*ese nuns who worked
with her. They also belonged to the sarne order. rn t.he Lown
their were two-French nunsl one of whom had a --ran the boarding
school and day school for Montagnard gir ls and orphanage forMont.agnard infants. And the other ott6 di.eef ert A or^.,r lmontalnard Nuns. rhey were a diocesr" 

"H::t3iri,nliHn.il,, 
j ,rrt

f  or Lhe Mont.agnards, and she was their superi_or. so we had
three French women in the area

TeI l  me a l i t t1e about t .he Montagnard peopJ-e.

Wel l ,  they,re the abor ig ines of  Vietnam. In fact ,  the

: : : : :?: :" :_: f .  -11 
Sourheasr Asia.  rn facr one r ime undoubredry

uuuuf)reo Ung WhOle Oi the grrrrnl-r r r  r r )Arn d: . ivel  l tn inf  o thghishiand=-bo rhe misrarion'; ;^ ' ; ;6 '  =;; ; ;" ; ; ' f i1": :" '#;:  became
che present day viet.namese. They def enced themselves
successful ly against  any Vietnamese encroachment unt i l  around.
1850 or so.  And that was when the f i rst  French m:-ssionar ies
walked up and they w_efe hoping to f ind a place where they courd
have a seminary for vietnamese boys free 6f persecution because
they were being slaughtered l ike i lad by the,Mand.arins down on
the coast at  that  t ime. And_they got up into the hi ;h lands, up
t i l  then the VieLnamese wouldn' t -v6nturb r-rp into t .he highlands]
which most of  them didn,L want to do anyooa|.  They d. idn'E r ike
it.  said i t  was too cold and savages :- ' lvei i  up t. ir .ere. The
Montagnards usual ly would conf i rm i i re i r  bel ie i  by ei ther k i l l ing
them or sel l ing t.hem as slaves over into Loas and Cambodia. BuE
when the Frenchmen came, t.hey saw something different. They arl
sported these big bushy beards.  And of  course, al1 or ientais ingeneral  don' t  grow beards unt i l  Lheyrre gui te aged, and bhen i t . 's
k lnd of_a l ispy af fa i r .  so th is wa! ext iemely i*p.essive to
them and t.hat plus their pale skins convinceO- tfrem that these
were some kind of Gods and thaL they beti.er reave t.hem alone.
So Lhey did.  Unfortunately,  d iseas6 didn' t  ]eave them alone and
most of them were eit.her dead or so sick they had t.o go back to
France within f ive- ye?fs. But an).way graduaily t.hey 6stablished.
a presence in the highlands and. t.hey- biought ttie vii:tnamese 'wit.h
them and the Montagnard.s were kind ,bt op.ied up. in"
Montagnards were primarily - - you know irrey *eie ref t prerE.y
much alone,'reven though they did have some contacE, with the
French buf not a great dea1. very 1i t t le contact  wi th E,he
vietnamese ind_ tdy preferred. ro teep -i i  rhar way. The :. .
v ietnamese: iooked down on' them. cal ied them the , 'moi , ,  - -  Ehe


